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land from foreign lands; far-fetched, strange, exotic
terms like alligator, cannibal and kurricano, and many
others, brought home by English sailors and English
pirates from the East and the West Indias, from
Mexico and South America; and those aureate
Italian words, imported into England by young
Italianate travellers of fashion, words like Paragon,
Artist^ Sonnet^ Stanza, Madrigal, Conversation, Cavalier,
Courtezan and Duello.
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But the passionate word-hunters of the time were
not only collectors, but inventors as well.   In addi-
tion to their generous hospitality, their willingness to
welcome any of those terms c of'magnificence and
splendour,3 which, as Dryden later said, must be
imported from abroad, they were equally ready to
experiment freely with native words, to try anything
with them and see what happened, to make com-
pounds of them, derivatives from them, to form
/erbs from nouns,  and  nouns from verbs  and
idjectives.   In that age of complete linguistic free-
iom and experimental gusto the making of words
)ecame the sport of sports among the young Intel-
ectuals of fashion.   How they created and coined
ind fantasticated them to please their fancy, made
hem ring and sing and rhyme together without a
bought whether reason had any hand in the matter !
n Shakespeare's early comedy, Love's Labours Lost,
re find, as Mr. Gordon has said, the playground of
he new language.